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Pass the U.S. Citizenship Test with the Official 2016 Citizenship Basics ebook. The best, most
complete, up-to-date, 100 questions/Naturalization/Citizenship interview study guide on Kindle!
Best value ebook contains:100 Questions & New N-400 based ExercisesComplete Practice
InterviewESL Lessons that fulfill Course Outline Requirements for Los Angeles, New York,
Florida, Texas School Districts, and USCISSmall Talk, Clarification and Checking for
UnderstandingOverview of Citizenship Interview & Benefits of CitizenshipHistorical and Civics
ReadingsESL Lessons for all learning modalitiesReading and Writing Vocabularyand Much
More!



WelcomeCongratulations on your decision to become a United States citizen. We are proud to
be a part of this momentous occasion. We understand that this is an exciting time for you and
your family and we are confident that Citizenship Basics© will prepare you for that big day. As
you know, U.S. citizenship comes with many rights and privileges along with important
responsibilities and this study guide will help you become familiar with everything you need to
know. You can use this book to learn about U.S. government, civics, and history. The readings
are designed to help you understand the questions you may be asked on the day of your
interview. The vocabulary is in bold to help you recognize key words that may be a part of both
the reading and writing portions of the exam. The ESL lessons are designed to prepare you for
the questions that may come up from the N-400. Practice with a partner or by yourself. In this
updated version, all names and dates are current as of 2014 and interview questions reflect the
new N-400 application. However, due to elections and unforeseen changes in the political
system, some information may change. This book includes links to valuable websites so that you
can get the most current information. We want to wish you all the best as you embark on your
journey to United States citizenship. Sincerely,Darin French    

About the Authors  Darin French Darin has taught U.S. History, Government, Basic Language
Arts, ESL and ESL/Citizenship for the Los Angeles Unified School District since 2007. He has
also served as a CBET coordinator, ESL teacher advisor, and participated on several textbook
selection committees and WASC accreditation teams. He received his BA in History and Political
Science from the University of California at Los Angeles.  Robert Proctor Robert received his
degree from the University of California at Santa Barbara and has been teaching children and
adults for over 20 years. He has been with LAUSD since 1996 as an ESL instructor, reading
instructor, and teacher advisor. He has worked on numerous textbook review committees as well
as several WASC accreditation teams. Robert has co-authored several educational products,
including Citizenship Basics.  

Copyright© 2014 Southern California Educational Services, LLC© 2015 2nd Edition© 2016 3rd
Edition ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. No part of this work covered by the copyright herein may be
reproduced, transmitted, stored or used in any form or by any means graphic, electronic, or
mechanical, including but not limited to photocopying, recording, scanning, digitizing, taping,
Web distribution, information networks, or information storage and retrieval systems, except as
permitted under Section 107 or 108 of the 1976 United States Copyright Act, without prior
written permission of the publisher. Southern California Educational Services, LLC4555 E. 3rd
St #3BLos Angeles, CA 90022 Also Available from This Seller:English Basics: Your Guide to
Prepositions   Available at:or 
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The Benefits of Citizenship Every year millions of people from all over the world gather in
auditoriums, gymnasiums and conventions centers throughout America to participate in a
ceremony that will change their lives forever. And while their journeys are unique, their objectives
are the same: to become American citizens. The story of America is told through the stories of
the immigrants who have flocked to its shores since its founding more than two hundred years
ago. Some come for freedom. Others come for economic opportunity. Whatever the reason, they
all contribute their piece of the American experience. Why do you want to become a United
States citizen? Many people believe that the only benefit to citizenship is the right to vote in
federal elections. But there are many other reasons to become a citizen. For example, did you
know that as an American citizen you can apply for federal jobs? As you embark on this life-
changing experience, consider all the benefits that come with United States citizenship. Voting -
Only U.S. citizens can vote in Federal elections. Most States also restrict the right to vote, in
most elections, to U.S. citizens. Bringing family members to the United States - Citizens
generally get priority when petitioning to bring family members permanently to this
country. Obtaining citizenship for children born abroad - In most cases, a child born abroad to a
U.S. citizen is automatically a U.S. citizen. Traveling with a U.S. passport - A U.S. passport allows
you to get assistance from the U.S. government when overseas. Becoming eligible for Federal
jobs - Most jobs with government agencies require U.S. citizenship. Becoming an elected official
- Many elected offices in this country require U.S. citizenship. Showing your patriotism - In
addition, becoming a U.S. citizen is a way to demonstrate your commitment to your new
country. Pedro“I want to become a citizen so I can bring my wife and children here. I also want to
be able to travel with a U.S. passport.” Nigel“I want to become a citizen so I can vote for
president and participate in the democratic process.” Kung Mi“I want to become a citizen so I
can work for the federal government.” Ahmed“I want to become a citizen because I love this
country and I want to live here for the rest of my life.” YouWhy do you want to become a
citizen? “I want to become a citizen so I can ____________________________________.”  

Reading Comprehension CheckComplete the following sentences with information from the
readings. 1. Only U.S. citizens can _________ in Federal elections. 2. Many elected offices in
this country _________ U.S. citizenship. 3. A U.S. passport allows you to get _________ from
the U.S. government when overseas. 4. Citizens generally get priority when petitioning to bring
_________ members permanently to this country. 5. In most cases, a child born abroad to a U.S.
citizen is _________ a U.S. citizen. True or False: T or F _____ Only U.S. citizens can vote in
federal elections. _____ Citizens cannot petition to bring family members permanently to this
country. _____ Non-citizens can travel with a U.S. passport. _____ Only U.S. citizens can apply
for federal jobs. _____ U.S. citizens cannot obtain citizenship for children born
abroad. Answers:Reading Comprehensionvoterequireassistancefamilyautomatically True or
FalseTrueFalseFalseTrueFalse 



The Oath of AllegianceDuring your interview you will be asked if you are willing to take the full
Oath of Allegiance to the United States. You will also be asked if you understand the full Oath of
Allegiance. It is important that you are able to answer ‘yes’ to these questions. The Oath of
Allegiance is a “promise to be loyal” to the United States and is broken down into specific areas
of loyalty. 1. “I hereby declare on oath, that I absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all
allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty, of whom or which I
have heretofore been a subject or citizen;” This means that you will not be loyal to any other
leader or government other than the United States. 2. “that I will support and defend the
Constitution and laws of the United States of America against all enemies, foreign and
domestic;” This means that you will defend the United States against any attack or threat either
from outside the United States or from within. 3. “that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the
same;” This means that you will trust in and be loyal to the United States. 4. “that I will bear arms
on behalf of the United States when required by the law;” This means that you will fight to defend
the United States if the law says you must. 5. “that I will perform noncombatant service in the
Armed Forces of the United States when required by the law;” This means that you will do work
for the military that does not include fighting if the law says you must. 6. “that I will perform work
of national importance under civilian direction when required by the law; and” This means that
you will do work that helps the nation outside of the military or other government agency. 7. “that
I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion, so help me
God.” This means that you choose to take the Oath of Allegiance without pressure from another
person or without any doubt.  

Overview of the U.S. Naturalization InterviewNow that you have submitted your N-400
application, paid the fees, and received your interview date, it is time to get ready. Being
prepared for the interview will take away much of the stress that you might be feeling. Let’s go
over the day of the interview.Plan AheadWhen you receive the address of your interview, make
sure you learn the directions and find out about parking ahead of time. It is a good idea to
actually drive to the address ahead of time to see what the building and parking look like. Dress
AppropriatelyAlthough you do not need to wear a suit, tie or formal clothes, you should dress
neatly in “business casual” attire. This means to not wear jeans or a t-shirt but to wear a nice
outfit such as pants, a collared shirt for men or a conservative looking skirt and blouse for
women. You should wear clothes for an important interview, not clothes for a night club. Bring
Required DocumentsRemember to bring your appointment notice that you received in the mail
from USCIS, your permanent resident card, any passports, and an official state ID card or
driver’s license. You may need to bring proof of marital status, or court disposition documents
depending on your particular case. Follow the instructions on what to bring that are listed on your
appointment notice. Do not bring food, drinks, or any unnecessary items to the interview. Do not
bring your children to the interview.Arrive On TimeIt is important to arrive no earlier than 30
minutes before your appointment time. You will not be allowed to wait in the office any earlier



than 30 minutes before your scheduled time. You should plan on being there between 15 and 30
minutes ahead of time Check InOn the day of your interview when you have arrived at the
interview office you will go through a security checkpoint. They will ask you why you are there
and you will tell them that you are there for your citizenship interview. After the security check
you will go to the customer service waiting area where you will check in with the front desk. You
will probably have to sign in. Make sure you write clearly and legibly. Follow the directions of the
USCIS officers there and wait until your name is called. Greet and “Small Talk”When you hear
your name called, stand up and follow the USCIS officer’s instructions. The officer might begin
with a greeting such as, “Good Morning (your name). How are you today?” You will answer
politely and follow the officer into the interview room or office. The officer will ask you to sit down
and he or she will tell you where to put your things.From the moment you are escorted from the
waiting room and led into the interview room the officer will make small talk with you. Small talk
means short questions about how you are doing, how you got to the place of the interview, the
weather, or other informal conversations. Verify IdentityThe officer will ask to see your
identification such as a driver’s license or alien registration card or passport. Swear InThe officer
will ask you to swear in by having you stand up, raise your right hand, and swear to tell the truth.
Then, you will be told to sit down. This is similar to what you would do in a court
room. InterviewThe officer may ask you questions directly from your N-400 application. You will
have to answer the questions truthfully and accurately just as you wrote your answers on the
application.The officer will check your understanding of the 100 Civics questions by asking you
10 random questions from the list of 100. You must be able to answer at least 6 correctly. Some
interviewers ask fewer than ten but be prepared for 10.You will be asked to read a sentence out
loud. There might be up to 3 different sentences to read. You will also have to do a dictation. The
officer will read up to 3 sentences out loud and you will write them down on paper.The
interviewer might change the order of questioning. For example, some officers might ask you
questions about your N-400 first, before they ask you the civics questions or do the reading and
writing. It all depends on the particular officer.You will be asked to take an Oath of Allegiance to
the United States. The officer will also ask you what that means. What does it mean for you to be
loyal to the United States? Get ResultsAfter the officer has gone through the small talk,
verification of identity, 100 questions, reading and writing, and N-400 questions, he or she will
tell you if you passed or not. What’s Next?If you pass, the officer will congratulate you and tell
you that he or she is going to recommend you for citizenship. You will receive a notice of an Oath
Ceremony where you will be issued a Certificate of Naturalization. 
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LuisV, “Very handy, useful, well written, up to date! Thank you for helping me! I love you
Citizenship Basics! Now I am going to vote!. Great ebook to help prepare for the US
Naturalization interview.”

DSilco, “The best citizenship ebook by far!. This is the best book to help you prepare for the real
test!”

The book by Daniel Isberner has a rating of  5 out of 3.5. 4 people have provided feedback.
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